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Does Harbor Shores have Plan B?

- Developers say
they don’t, but
others are skeptical

By KEVIN ALLEN
H-P Business Writer

BENTON HARBOR —
With approval from the Army
Corps of Engineers on Fri-
day, Harbor Shores develop-
ers have successfully jumped
through every regulatory
hoop required to build three

holes of a Jack Nicklaus-de-
signed golf course in Jean
Klock Park.

But still standing in the
way is litigation from two
groups working to prevent
more development in the
city’s only park on Lake
Michigan.

Several opponents of the
course’s presence in Jean
Klock Park have speculated
that developers must have a
Plan B ready in case they are
not allowed to use the park,
though Harbor Shores offi-

cials insist there is no such
plan waiting in the wings.
It’s illogical, opponents
say, to believe Harbor Shores
and its investors would spend
so much money if the entire
development depended on
the Jean Klock Park propos-
al, which required approvals
from the Benton Harbor City
Commission, the Michigan
Department of Natural Re-
sources and the National Park
Service before the Army
Corps gave its blessing.
“Nobody is going to spend

millions of dollars if it hinges
on a decision that hasn’t been
made,” said Scott Elliott, one
of the seven members of Pro-
tect Jean Klock Park. The
group filed a federal lawsuit
Aug. 12 against Benton Har-
bor, the DNR and the Park
Service for allegedly ignor-
ing environmental regula-
tions in granting their ap-
proval, :

The other suit was filed by
two members of a separate

group called Friends of Jean
Klock Park in July in Berrien

County Trial Court. It alleges
that the golf course plan vio-
lates a 2004 court settlement
barring further private devel-
opment in the park, Under
the plan by developers, the
land will still be owned by
Benton Harbor and the course
will be open to the public but
will charge fees ranging from
$65-$225 per round.
Construction is under way
on the rest of the Jack Nick-
laus Signature Golf Course,

and other land is being pre-
pared for residential® and

commercial development to
accompany the course, which
is the centerpiece and main
drawing card for the 530-acre
Harbor Shores project.
Developers insist there is

‘no realistic backup plan that

would bring a comparable
level of investment to Benton
Harbor. :
Wendy Dant Chesser, a
Harbor Shores trustee and
president and CEO of Cor-
nerstone  Alliance,  said
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